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President opens
Parliament’s
third session

IAEA low enriched uranium fuel bank
opens in Ust-Kamenogorsk
By Yerbolat Uatkhanov

ASTANA – The International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
supported by the Kazakh government opened Aug. 29 its first-ever
Low Enriched Uranium (LEU)
Bank in Kazakhstan. The $150
million facility will help ensure a
steady supply of low enriched uranium for countries’ nuclear power
programmes.
Speaking at the bank’s elaborate
launch ceremony in Astana’s newly
opened Hilton Hotel, Kazakhstan
President Nursultan Nazarbayev
highlighted that during the years
of independence, his country has
progressed from the holder of the
world’s fourth nuclear arsenal to a
leader in global non-proliferation.
He said that the opening of the bank
is the result of many years of work
and is a very important event for the
state.
“As a state possessing large volumes of uranium-containing raw
materials, we contribute to the
peaceful use of atomic energy,” he
said at the ceremony.
“The LEU Bank will serve as a
last-resort mechanism to provide
confidence to countries that they
will be able to obtain LEU for the
manufacture of fuel for nuclear
power plants in the event of an unforeseen, non-commercial disruption to their supplies,” IAEA Director General Yukiya Amano, who
addressed the ceremony as well,
said on Aug. 28.
The LEU Bank is based at the
Ulba Metallurgical Plant (UMP) in
Ust-Kamenogorsk, in the East Kazakhstan region. The facility will
store nuclear fuel and sell it to IAEA
members. The bank will store up to
90 tonnes of low-enriched uranium,

By Aigerim Seisembayeva

sufficient to run a 1,000 MW light
water reactor or give power to a
large city for three years.
President Nazarbayev said that by
providing the IAEA the possibility
to establish the LEU Bank, Kazakhstan is helping to strengthen the nonproliferation regime and creating a
unique mechanism for the safe supply of nuclear fuel. He emphasised
that the bank will function under the
full control of the IAEA and will be
in its official legal possession.
“We are the largest producer of
uranium and are ready to play an
important role in the world energy.
Also, Kazakhstan is in the mainstream of a global green trend. That
is why we are holding the EXPO
2017 international exhibition, dedi-

cated to the energy of the future, in
Astana,” President Nazarbayev further said.
“I am confident that the IAEA
LEU Bank will make a valuable
contribution to international efforts
to ensure the availability of fuel for
nuclear power plants,” Amano said
at the event.
The IAEA plans to start buying
uranium soon and to start shipping
it to the bank in 2018.
The IAEA is the world’s central
intergovernmental organisation, established for scientific and technical cooperation in the nuclear field.
The IAEA seeks safe, secure and
peaceful uses of nuclear technologies and science.
The bank is funded by the U.S.,

the European Union, Kuwait, Norway, the United Arab Emirates,
and the Washington-based Nuclear
Threat Initiative, an NGO which
jump-started the process of its establishment with an offer of $50
million as seed money provided by
billionaire Warren Buffet.
In 2009, Kazakhstan proposed to
host the LEU bank in Kazakhstan
under the IAEA. An agreement was
signed with the IAEA on Aug. 27,
2015. Kazakhstan is a leading producer of uranium, boasting more
than 15 percent of global uranium
reserves.
Russia established its own LEU
bank in 2010, but the LEU bank in
Kazakhstan is the first to be fully
owned and managed by the IAEA.

Kazakhstan can be moral leader, key mediator
in nuclear disarmament: head of CTBTO
By Dmitry Lee

ASTANA – Executive Secretary
of the Vienna-based Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty Organisation (CTBTO) Preparatory
Commission Dr. Lassina Zerbo
believes Kazakhstan and Japan
have a moral obligation to lead the
world toward nuclear non-prolifer-

ation and ultimately nuclear weapons disarmament.
“Japan as a country that has suffered from nuclear weapon use and
Kazakhstan as the country that has
suffered the most nuclear explosions” have the experience to back
up their position, he told The Astana Times in an exclusive interview.
Zerbo is a staunch believer that
involving youth in nuclear weapon

non-proliferation and disarmament
movements should be the next focus for the organisation.
“Kazakhstan has participated in
many meetings with youth, as we
are focusing on a big youth component. What I am trying to do as
my next step is to join the efforts
by [Kazakh] President Nursultan
Nazarbayev, who has spent all
efforts to make sure the youth in
Kazakhstan are well-educated and

well-aware of the risks of nuclear
weapon testing in the country.”
“Now this youth needs to join
youth from other countries together
with what has been achieved with
President Nazarbayev in Kazakhstan, so people are well aware about
what happened at the Semipalatinsk
nuclear test site; so that never again
there would be a situation where this
is possible,” he stressed.
Continued on Page A6

UN General Assembly commemorates
International Day against Nuclear Tests
By George D. Gleboff

NEW YORK – The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)
commemorated the International
Day against Nuclear Tests with an
Aug. 30 special meeting highlighting
the need for unified efforts to legally
stop further nuclear weapons testing.
Addressing the audience, UNGA

President Peter Thomson called
for global action to halt nuclear
tests and the proliferation of nuclear arsenals and materials.
Under-Secretary-General
and
High Representative for Disarmament Affairs Izumi Nakamitsu made
a statement on behalf of UN Secretary-General António Guterres. The
speech reflected the importance of

this date, Aug. 29, the UN International Day against Nuclear Tests, as a
tribute to the victims of nuclear tests
and a reminder to all humankind of a
serious threat to international stability and security. It also called upon
all countries to unite their efforts
for the early entry into force of the
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban
Treaty (CTBT).

Pugwash Council calls for
nuclear disarmament
By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA – The Pugwash Council called upon all governments
and people to reflect on the grave
and irreversible ecological and humanitarian consequences of nucle-
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ar weapons and to spare no efforts
towards achieving a nuclear-weapon-free world. This was stated in
the Astana Declaration “From Prohibition of Nuclear Testing toward
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons”
Aug. 29 at the 62nd Pugwash Conference.

“One of the initiatives that
changed the tide in the fight
against nuclear weapons testing
was at Semipalatinsk. The decision by Kazakhstan to permanently close the Soviet nuclear
test site was promulgated on
Aug. 29, 1991. It became one of

“More than 2,000 nuclear tests
have been conducted over the past
seven decades — from the South
Pacific to North America, from
Central Asia to North Africa. They
have harmed some of the world’s
most vulnerable peoples and pristine ecosystems,” the statement
noted.
Continued on Page A3

the significant factors that led to
the moratorium on nuclear testing, followed by the successful
negotiation of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) in
1996,” according to a council
document.
Continued on Page A8

ASTANA – The third session
of the Kazakh Parliament’s sixth
convocation opened Sept. 4 with
President Nursultan Nazarbayev
setting the legislature’s tasks for
the coming 10 months.
Speaking before the members
of both chambers, Nazarbayev
summed up the results of Parliament’s work during the previous
session and stressed the importance of continuing the current
legislative reform provisions.
The head of state noted Kazakhstan’s internal stability and
public consensus made possible
the three modernisation processes relating to economy, politics
and national identity. He also
mentioned the external tendencies and challenges the country
is currently facing: an unstable
global environment, the sanctions policy pursued by world
powers and the spread of destructive phenomena that, according
to Nazarbayev, are becoming
even more active.
“At the same time, total digitalisation is gaining momentum,
bearing both new opportunities
and risks. All of these mean that
at the time of modernisation,
every minute counts. Kazakhstan
surely needs to keep up and I
know we can do it,” he said.
The President noted the legislative process has become more
transparent. Parliamentary hearings have become more frequent
and experts and representatives
of civil society and the media are
invited to bill consideration processes. Kazakh citizens are not
always aware of their legal rights
and duties, however, and special
attention should therefore be paid
to explanatory work, he stressed.
“During the previous session,
the Parliament considered and
adopted 84 draft laws. Among
them is the law ‘On Amendments
and Additions to the Constitution
of the Republic of Kazakhstan.’
Fifteen bills were elaborated on
the legislature’s initiative over
the past year,” said Nazarbayev.
He also emphasised the high
responsibility of the Parliament
and the government to execute
the tasks set before the governmental bodies.
“Today, Kazakhstan is imple-

menting a number of strategically important tasks. The Parliament and the government must
take all the necessary measures
to ensure the implementation of
the Plan of the Nation, the stateof-the-nation address and all the
programmes adopted over the
past years,” he said.
Nazarbayev dwelled on certain areas of social development,
drawing attention to the tasks of
modernising national identity
and ensuring economic growth.
“This year, the draft of the
new tax code will be submitted
to the Parliament. We must significantly improve our tax policy
and encourage business to work
transparently. There is a need to
improve legislation on special
economic and industrial zones.
We also need to legislatively
provide the National Bank with
more opportunities for effective
control over banks,” he said.
The President also noted the
importance of developing the
insurance system, sorting out
medicine turnover, ensuring the
country’s informational security
and implementing law enforcement reforms.
“The Parliament and the whole
country are to carry out big and
responsible work. Large-scale
tasks and solutions are, in fact,
our response to the global challenges of 2017. Modernisation
requires the mobilisation of all
forces. Under the new conditions, the legislative and executive branches should collaborate
constructively,” he said.
The session was attended by
a renewed Senate. The upper
chamber elections in June resulted in 16 new deputies, one
from each region, the capital and
Almaty.
Parliament currently has 27
bills under consideration. Some
of the most important are the
draft laws on taxation, insurance,
housing, social security and regulating the agro-industrial complex. The members are expected
to pay close attention to the new
version of the law on currency
regulation and currency control.
The legislature will also consider
the code on taxes, other mandatory budget payments and customs regulations, as well as the
code on subsoil and subsoil use,
before the end of the year.

Economy grows
4 percent
in 2017 so far
By Assel Satubaldina

ASTANA – Kazakhstan’s
economy has witnessed a 4-percent growth in the first seven
months of 2017 and Minister
of Economy Timur Suleimenov
marked the overall macroeconomic stability during an Aug.
29 government meeting that
focused on the main priorities
of the nation’s socio-economic
development for 2018-2022.
The government also approved
the budget for the next three
years.
Macroeconomic stability is a
key tenet of the third direction
in the nation’s Third Modernisation, Global Competitiveness
Programme set forth by President

Nursultan Nazarbayev, said Suleimenov.
“The tax and budget policy is
what ensures macroeconomic
stability and this year the macroeconomic situation is good,
as we witnessed a 4-percent
growth. The current budget situation is also good,” said Suleimenov.
The economy is expected
to grow 3.4 percent through
the end of this year, he added.
Referring to the International
Monetary Fund report, he noted
the global economy is projected
to grow by 3.5 percent in 2017
and 3.6 percent in 2018 driven
by a gradual acceleration in
economic activity in advanced
economies.
Continued on Page A4
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Time to create platform for international cooperation,
one common, multi-lateral tourist product: Tourist Silk Road
Kazakhstan has recently been in
the news because of the prestigious international event, the Future Energy-themed Astana EXPO
2017.
“It will become a model for
future sustainable living,” notes
Margulan Baimukhan, Kazakh
ambassador to Poland. “It will
certainly play an important role in
raising awareness of international
audiences about the culture and
heritage of Kazakhstan.”
This is a great opportunity
to showcase a new look of the
25-year-old independent nation,
which, thanks to positive changes and achievements, wants to
join the group of 30 most developed ones by 2050. They call it
the Central Asian snow leopard,
and its rapidly growing capital
city of Astana, which has grown
from scratch in the steppes, with
its stunning architecture, is often
compared to the Dubai region.

Great hopes of a great
country

Kazakhstan, the world’s ninth
largest country, which is still not
very well known, intends to enter
a new phase of economic development. One of the key catalysts is
going to be tourism or rather the
tourism industry. It is auspicious
that a newly formed committee
within the Ministry of Culture and
Sports is called so, is and led by an
experienced diplomat, Mainyura
Murzamadiyeva.
“We have a unique potential that
has not been used until now,” says
Shokan, a journalist specialising in
economic issues, “Now the government decided to develop tourism using foreign and domestic
investments on a partnership basis
between private and state sectors
while emphasising support for private initiatives. It wants to develop
almost all forms of tourism. From
sightseeing, related to the visiting
of various cultural-historical and
leisure facilities, through adventure, ecological or agritourism,
extreme expeditions, incentive
tourism, business tourism, and spa
activities. There is also an interest
in hunting and fishing.”
To expand this neglected branch
of the economy and create good
conditions for tourists, the government wants to restore historic
buildings, build infrastructure,
train specialists, develop craft (to
preserve rich folk traditions) and
marketing, and form a tourist image of Kazakhstan.
“Today we are facing new challenges in the global economy, so
it’s a good time to start an ambitious project,” Deputy Foreign
Minister Roman Vassilenko told
me in Astana. “I believe in success, since we have many tools to

use for that. Our country is good
for sightseeing, strong cultural diversity, and the climate is attractive
at any time of the year. We have
recently made a fundamental step
in abolishing the visa requirement,
which has led to the increased
presence of foreign guests.”
Traditions draw special attention in Kazakhstan. Since ancient
times, the contemporary Kazakh
lands were part of the world’s largest nomadic domain of the tribes of
Turkish and Mongolian origin. Interaction between the nomadic
civilisations with the agrarian ones
ensured the strength and prosperity of the Silk Road. Thanks to the
nomads, ideas and resources wandered, and thanks to the communities that settled in cities – civilisation and culture developed. The
nomadic heritage and spirituality of migrant peoples shaped the
identity for many generations of
the Kazakh people. Tradition is
strongly cultivated here; local people often talk about their roots and
love everything that reactivates
their past.

Pearls of the landscape
of Kazakhstan

The largest landscaping attraction of Kazakhstan – the Sharyn

Canyon – is compared to the Grand
Canyon in the United States. Not
far from it is the village of Saty,
a mountain base, for example, to
Lake Kayindy, which was created
only a hundred years ago because
of an earthquake. It stuns you with
an extraordinary picture of the forest rising from the water. According to government estimates, in
2020, around one million tourists
are expected to visit the Burabai
National Park in the north of the
country, commonly referred by the
locals as the Kazakh equivalent
of the natural beauties of Switzerland, with a picturesque mountain
landscape, forests, and clear lakes
and air.
Internationally, Kazakhstan is
viewed as an exceptionally stable
state, where there are no conflicts
with neighbours or domestically,
along either ethnic or religious
lines. Experts emphasise that a
newcomer in this country can
count on traditional Kazakh hospitality, which commands treating newcomers with respect and
friendship.
The concept of tourism development in Kazakhstan to 2020 stipulates implementation of a number
of regional cultural projects, such
as Astana – The Heart of Eurasia,
Almaty – the Cultural Domain of
Kazakhstan, World of Nomads,
Caspian Gate, or Revitalization of
the Silk Road.

Bazaars, palaces, temples

“And it must be emphasised that
this revived, legendary trading
route is a topic in itself,” says Andrey Khasbulatov, general manager of the Kazakh Scientific Institute
for Cultural Research. “It is a real
treasure at your fingertips. More
and more frequently tourists visit
the route, for example, the historic
battlefields of the army of Genghis
Khan in Turkestan. We showed it
in the popular science film ‘The
Silk Road of Marco Polo,’ which

was successfully demonstrated at
a film festival in Milan, as well as
received in New York.”
I grew up on the Silk Road myth,
so I am delighted that in 2014 it
has reached a distinction of an elite
nature. Due to its unique cultural
value for humanity, three sites
have been listed in the UNESCO
World Heritage List and are subject to special protection. These are
the fourteenth century Mausoleum
of Khoja Ahmed Yassawi, erected
on the initiative of the ruthless
conqueror Tamerlane, drawing pilgrims from all across the region,
as well as petroglyphs depicting
mysterious idols with sun-shaped
heads in the Tamgaly archaeological reserve, which has traces
of settlement from around 2,000
BC; and above all, the system of
routes of the Chang’an-Tianshan
corridor. The 5,000-km-long road,
stretching through China, Kyrgyzstan, and Kazakhstan, features
33 unique tourist attractions: the
palace complexes of various empires, ancient trading houses, fortifications, Buddhist temples, navigational towers, and fragments of
the Great Wall.
One needs to note the magical
ambiance of the bazaars. Just as the
Silk Road once brought great profits, today trade remains an element
of everyday life. I experienced the
spirit of the old days in the bustling, lively markets of the sophisticated Almaty; in Turkestan, once
an important shopping centre; or in
Taraz or Shymkent. They are full
of not only fabrics and carpets, but
also clothing and electronics made
in China, among which Kazakhs
mix with the Uzbeks, the Kyrgyz
with the Chinese or the Tajik.
The international expedition
project New Silk Road 2017/2018
(www.silkroad-2017.com) is in the
advanced stage. Its status is enhanced by the government patronage of countries on the route running from China to Poland and the
highest form of support presented

by UNESCO. We want to promote
our countries and their achievements and refresh the spirit of the
legendary route in reference to
the Chinese initiative of Belt and
Road.
The latter is an ambitious vision
of the transport and communications network linking the Middle
East and Central Asia with Europe. Astana has embraced this
historical project and intends to
actively participate in its implementation. Local analysts predict
that this initiative will have a significant impact on the economy of
their country in the near future.
The Silk Road, which has played
an invaluable role in the development of civilisation and cultural
integration in many countries in
the past, is one of the world’s biggest brands. Today, after catching
up on the creation of own statehood, when the process of maturing of societies that define the
model of economic functioning
goes on throughout Central Asia,
the trail reveals many potential
benefits for the tourism sector of
individual states.

Time for cooperation

And here lies, potentially, a recipe for success. Starting from the
assumption that travellers, easily
crossing this part of Asia, usually
do not limit themselves to visiting only one country, it would be
important to find inspiration and
mechanisms for integrating the
great historical region. Restore
and revive the Silk Road traditions, around which national narration and the process of restoring
historical memory would be built.
It is time to create a platform
for international cooperation, one
common, multi-lateral tourist
product: the Silk Road. The attractiveness of the entire region
will then be greater than of just
one country. Opportunities for cooperation in new fields will wid-
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Korgalzhyn eco-tours provide authentic
and affordable travel experience
By Zhanna Shayakhmetova

ASTANA – The Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, one of Kazakhstan’s
major attractions, occupies almost
550,000 hectares in two regions
about 130 kilometres southwest
of the capital. It is included in the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO) World Heritage List.
The vast lands of the reserve
provide the necessary living space
for Asia’s largest population of
water birds. The wildlife community consists of more than 60 rare
species of plants and animals, including flamingos and the Shrenk
wild tulip, listed in the IUCN
(International Union for Conservation of Nature) Red Book. The
pink birds come to this northernmost part of the world once a year
and as a result, it has become a desirable tourist destination.

The Pana (Shelter) Guest House
in Korgalzhyn village has operated
since 2007. Weekend tours are especially in demand, said host Bibinur Amanzholova.
“Many foreign tourists from Germany, Hungary, the Netherlands,
South Korea and the U.S. come
to visit us. We introduce them to
the national customs, traditions
and music. We invite the Dudarai
folklore ensemble for a concert
programme. The season lasts from
April-October, as flamingos arrive
and tulips blossom,” she said.
The guides also organise excursions to the reserve and the museum is across the road. The guest
house accommodates up to 20 people and lodging in yurts or small
houses with three meals a day
costs 10,000 tenge (US$30).
The Ptichyi Rai (Bird’s Paradise), which provides all the necessary information and tours around
the reserve, is seeking to become
an environmental education centre
not only for the local population,
but also for visitors.
The centre offers a three-day,
two-night ecological route for a
maximum of 20 people including excursions to the ALZHIR
museum and memorial complex,

en. This could be achieved through
the mutual use of the rich resources of the region, the creation of a
favourable investment climate and
modern infrastructure, the closer
links between cities in neighbouring countries, the removal of various shortcomings, primitive obstacles and archaic procedures at
border crossings. It is also time for
the promotional TravelPass for international use, entitling one to enter a number of tourist facilities or
use of transport, including airplane
flights, or family packages, etc. All
this would contribute to popularising and developing the tourist image of the Silk Road; thus, increasing its potential.
This idea also has room for Poland. One should recall that at various times our land also served as
a crossroad for the transit routes
of long-distance trade of bigger
or smaller significance. In the prePiast times, from the North to the
South, the Amber Road, an equivalent of the Silk Road, was created
at roughly the same time. This
land-water artery, a pearl of the European cultural heritage, led from
the Baltic Sea, through Żuławy,
the largest centre for the processing of the amber (the “Baltic’s
gold”), up the Vistula, then Warta,
Prosna, Upper Odra, to Kłodzko
Valley and from there to the Moravian Gate and beyond, through the
Alpine and Carpathian Passes to
Italy and Greece.
From East towards Western
Europe, the Road from the Volga
Region, where the Silk Road, frequented by many caravans during
Genghis Khan’s conquests who
did not dare to go from Bukhara
to Persia and beyond, but bounced
northwest to reach the Volga, it intersected between the 10th and the
13th centuries with another trade
route know as From the Vikings
to the Greeks and earlier with the
Volga Trail, linking Scandinavia and the Finnish Gulf with the
Caspian Sea and the Persian Gulf
through the network of rivers. The
latter route led from the mouth
of the Volga River, through Kyiv,
Krakow, and Wroclaw, to Magdeburg and further. Goods were
also transported from Krakow to
Prague and southern Germany.
Recently, the air link between
Warsaw and Astana has brought
Kazakhstan closer to Poland. My
compatriot, Franciscan friar Benedict of Poland (Benedykt Polak),
who reached Kazakhstan long
before the Marco Polo expedition, had to travel there for many
months. For today’s traveler, it is a
matter of fewer than five hours. Although it will not bring mass tourism yet, it will surely move Kazakhstan up in the coming years in
the world ranking for travellers.
The author is Italy-based Polish journalist, traveller, explorer,
and propagator of survival skills.

Korgalzhyn village and Balmyrza
equestrian sport centre in Birtaban.
Tourists can also visit the Batygai
Mausoleum and Kanykei sacred
site. Hotel accommodations with
three meals a day are 8,000 tenge
(US$24).
The eco-route is a perfect opportunity to enjoy bird watching at
Lake Birtaban. From mid-April to
September, many species visit the
shores to breed. Flamingos usually
arrive in Korgalzhyn for the entire
spring and summer.
Swimming in the lake, boating
and sailing catamarans are offered
by the host and ice fishing is popular in the winter months. A variety
of souvenir items made by local
craftspeople is available at the kiosks.
All visitors must register at the
administration and pay the fee before entering the reserve. Citizens
of Kazakhstan and the Commonwealth of Independent States must
have a copy of their ID, while tourists from other countries should
provide a document proving their
identity.
A one-way bus ticket to Korgalzhyn village costs 1,000 tenge
(US$3); taxi fare is approximately
4,000 tenge (US$12).

